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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To avoid abuse of a copied matter by comparing read image data 
with a stored copy inhibit source document and calculating the similarity so as 
to revise gradation processing. 

CONSTITUTION: Image data are inputted from a scanner 101 to a similarity 
calculation section 112, which provides an output of similarity to a decision 
section 113 and a gradation revision section 114. The decision section 113 
compares the similarity with a threshold level Tl being a general source 
document criterion and when the similarity is small, usual copy processing is 
implemented. Furthermore, when not small, the similarity is compared with a 
copy inhibit source document decision reference threshold Th2, and when the 
similarity is large, copy inhibit processing is implemented as a copy inhibit source 
document. On the other hand, in the case of Th2 > similarity >Th1. the source 
document is possibly a copy inhibit source document, and the decision section 
113 gives a gradation number revision command to the revision section 114, in 
which gradation number revision processing is implemented. In this processing, 
when the possibility of a copy inhibit source document is higher based on the 
similarity, the gradation is more reduced. Then the data subjected to gradation 
processing at a gradation processing section 1 10 by the revised number of 
gradations by the revision section 114 are outputted from a printer 103. 
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